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Flynn pleads guilty 


to lying to FBI, 
will cooperate 
with Russia probe 


FORMER NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER is the first Trump White House 
official to be charged in the Mueller investigation. 


details 


Former National Security 
Adviser Michael Flynn, seen 
above leaving federal court 

in Washington on Friday, 
admitted he lied to the FBI about 
contacting Russian Ambassador 
Sergei Kislyak on Dec. 22, 2016, 
about the incoming Trump 
administration’s opposition to a 
U.N. resolution. 


Flynn’s words 


“My guilty plea and agreement 
to cooperate with the Special 
Counsel’s Office reflect a 
decision | made in the best 
interests of my family and 

of our country. | accept full 
responsibility for my actions.” 


From wire reports 


WASHINGTON 

ICHAEL FLY- 

NN, the retired 

general who cam- 

paigned at Donald 

Trump’s side and 

then served as his 

first national security adviser, 

pleaded guilty Friday to lying to 

the FBI about reaching out to the 

Russians on Trump’s behalf and 

said members of the president’s 

inner circle were intimately in- 

volved with - and at times direct- 
ing - his contacts. 

His plea to a single felony count 

of false statements made him the 

first official of the Trump White 


House to be charged so far in the 
criminal investigation by special 
counsel Robert Mueller. And, 
worryingly for the White House, 
Flynn’s action, and the disclosure 
that he is cooperating with inves- 
tigators, means Mueller has se- 
cured the inside witness he has 
sought for months in his sprawl- 
ing inquiry into Russia’s election 
meddling. 

When Flynn was forced out of 
the White House in February, 
officials said he had misled the 
administration, including Vice 
President Pence, about his con- 
tacts with the ambassador. But 
court records and people familiar 


See FLYNN, PAGE 11 


GOP inches closer to a tax bill victory as 
Senate leader says they have the votes 


Senate measure focuses 
bulk of tax reductions on 


businesses, wealthy 


From wire reports 


WASHINGTON 


J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


“We have the votes,” said Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., on Friday. Republicans have said their tax bill 
would benefit people of all incomes and ignite the economy. 


SUSAN WALSH | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Republicans used a burst of 
eleventh-hour horse-trading Fri- 
day to edge a $1.4 trillion tax bill 
to the brink of Senate passage, as 
a party starved all year for a ma- 
jor legislative triumph took a gi- 
ant step toward giving President 
Donald Trump one of his top pri- 
orities by Christmas. 

“We have the votes,” Senate Ma- 
jority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., said after leaders swayed 
holdout senators by agreeing to 
fatten tax breaks for millions of 
businesses and let people deduct 
local property taxes. 

Party leaders hoped for Senate 
approval later Friday on a mea- 
sure that focuses the bulk of its 
tax reductions on businesses and 
higher-earning individuals, gives 
more modest breaks to others and 
would be the boldest rewrite of the 


See TAX BILL, PAGE 11 


Report: Charlottesville rally 
caught city, police unprepared 


Local, state officers 
said they felt unable 
to halt some violence 


By Joe Heim 
The Washington Post 


The Charlottesville Police 
Department was ill-prepared, 
lacked proper training and 
devised a flawed plan for re- 
sponding to the white suprem- 
acist rally that rocked the city 
and nation in August, lead- 
ing to “disastrous results,” in- 
cluding the death of a counter- 
protester and many injuries, 
according to an independent 


review commissioned by the 
city that was released Friday. 

The report, prepared by 
Timothy Heaphy, a former 
U.S. attorney for the Western 
District of Virginia hired by 
Charlottesville to assess the 
city’s response, also criticized 
the response by the State Po- 
lice and the city itself. 

“The planning and coordi- 
nation breakdowns prior to 
Aug. 12 produced disastrous 
results,” the report states. “Be- 
cause of their misalignment 
and lack of accessible protec- 
tive gear, officers failed to 
intervene in physical alter- 


See REPORT, PAGE 9 


NAVY OFFICER 
GETS JAIL IN 
“FAT LEONARD” 
SCANDAL 


Cmdr. Bobby Pitts gets 
18 month sentence for 
role in the wide-ranging 
bribery case. 


PAGE 5 


> 


Oscar Smith 
and Nansemond 
River play state 
semifinal games 
today. 


Previews, Sports 


NAVY ID'S 100 
KILLED DURING 
PEARL HARBOR 
ATTACK 


The Navy completes a 
massive effort to honor 
crew lost aboard the 
USS Oklahoma. 
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Colorful violas 
give your cool- 
weather garden 
a wow factor. 


Home + Living 


Ea 


partly cloudy 


High: Upper 50s. 
Low near 40. 


Details on the 
back page of Sports 
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Once a Toys for 
Tots recipient, 
now she’s 
happy to help 
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STEVE EARLEY | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 
Michelle Geurtsen raised about $131,000 
for the group last year. She hopes to beat 
that mark this time around. 
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By Robyn Sidersky 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

When Michelle Geurtsen was 9 years 
old, all she wanted for Christmas was a 
New Kids on the Block sweatshirt. 

It was 1990 and the band was explod- 
ing. When she didn’t get the sweatshirt, 
she said, she was devastated. 

But then she learned why, and it changed 
her world. 

Her parents told her they weren’t buying 
her presents. Instead, the gifts came from 
Toys for Tots. And since that was the case, 
she couldn’t make very specific requests. 

“It’s overwhelming to figure that out as 
akid,” Geurtsen said. “Because they were 
very good at hiding things.” 


See TOYS, PAGE 10 


Students mourn Salem 
High student's school 
Suicide in red and black 


Officials: Teen killed himself 
in boys bathroom Thursday 


By Mike Connors 
The Virginian-Pilot 


VIRGINIA BEACH 

Rachel Pulley wore Salem High’s col- 
ors — red and black - to school Friday. 
The sophomore said students were quiet 
—many still struggling with the previous 
day’s events when a classmate killed him- 
self in a boys bathroom. 

Even though it was difficult to go to 
school, she wanted to be there with her 
friends and teachers. 

“T wanted to support my school,” said 
Pulley, wearing a Class of 2020 shirt as she 
left the campus in the afternoon. 

Classes continued as scheduled Friday, 
with counselors and a crisis team trained 
to handle traumatic events. Pulley sought 


See SALEM, PAGE 10 


